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Blue Flag, JTFEX exercises soar at Barksdale

BY CAPT. CARLA PAMPE
8TH AIR FORCE PUBLIC AFFAIRS

After nearly two weeks of intense training
involving thousands of people nationwide,
Exercise Blue Flag 05-01 and Joint Training
Task Force Exercise 05-02 officially
wrapped up Monday.

“The exercise went extremely well — bet-
ter than we thought it might, given the vast
number of Air Operations Center warfight-
ers who needed training,” said Col. Jeffry
Smith, 608th Air Operations Group com-
mander, who served as the Combined Air
and Space Operations Center director for the
exercise. “Most of the 8th Air Force staff are
very experienced in the AOC weapon sys-
tem, so we ended up doing more instructing,
which helped build another cadre of AOC-
trained warriors.”

The purpose of Blue Flag was to certify
8th Air Force staff for deployment to a
Combined Air and Space Operations Center.
Similarly, JTFEX certified members of the
U.S. Third Fleet’s Carl Vinson Carrier
Group for deployment. This year marked the
first time these two exercises have been
combined. In addition to members from the
U.S. Air Force, Army, Navy and Marines,
members of the British Royal Air Force and
the Royal Australian Air Force also partici-
pated in the exercise.

“This gave us an opportunity to work the
complex issues involved with putting all
three of the ‘force’ components together and
test our ability to integrate our fires,” said Lt.
Gen. Bruce Carlson, 8th Air Force com-
mander, who served as the Combined Forces
Air Component commander for the exercise.
“It provided a steep learning curve.”

Colonel Smith said this type of training is
vital to those operating an AOC.

“This training is as essential to the AOC
weapon system as much as it is to our air-
crews who carry out their missions over the
battlefield,” he said. “An exercise like Blue

Flag is critical to that training because we
need robust and dynamic play of a multi-
hundred sortie per day flight operation to ful-
ly test the system, including time sensitive
targeting, search and rescue, theater ballistic
missile defense and classified and sensitive
information warfare operations.”

By all accounts, the feedback 8th Air
Force received was positive, the colonel
said.

“Even those areas where we agreed need-
ed additional attention for future exercises
were of a positive nature,” Colonel Smith
said. “Many of the U.S. Navy personnel

were highly experienced in AOC operations,
as were the majority of the British and
Australian players, but those who experi-
enced their first-ever play in an AOC
weapon system were tremendously im-
pressed, and left with a much better under-
standing of operational-level air warfare.”
For members of the coalition, including
the Royal Australian Air Force, the training
was about integration with other forces.
“For us, it’s working with the coalition
partners, and understanding how we do the
job as opposed to how they do it, so we can
step smoothly into that environment if we

need to,” said Squadron Leader (Maj.) Chris
Robson.

Colonel Smith felt the training easily met
all requirements by 8th Air Force and the
other components involved.

“In my view as the AOC director, I'm
confident we far exceeded our training re-
quirements,” he said.

General Carlson said, “All [components
and services] involved felt like it was well
worth their while to participate, and are
looking forward to the next opportunity to
train in this forum again — it was a home
run!”
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Ready for takeoff

A crew chief guides a B-52 onto the flightline during the Conventional Operational Readiness Exercise that ended
Wednesday. See Pages 10 and 11 for a story and pictures of the exercise.
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Airman 1st Class Trina Flannagan/2d C
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Commander’s Corner

Behavior brings concern

BY COL. MICHAEL MOELLER
2D BoMB WING COMMANDER

Deuce warriors — I am worried! Since we have
come back from the holidays there has been a
“spike” in the number of accidents, incidents, driv-
ing under the influence citations and arrests both on-
and off-base. I know business is booming and we are
extremely busy with operational deployments and realistic
combat training, plus the daily work of maintaining and
improving the base. However, this requires an even
greater focus than ever before; there is simply no more
room for silly mistakes or substandard behavior.

Here’s why I am concerned — our ground and in-flight
mishaps increased from 18 in December to 26 in January.
Last year, we sustained more than $70,000 in damage to
government or leased vehicles, and we are on track for
more than $125,000 this year. Most of these are caused by
inattention, driving too fast or simple laziness (hitting an-
other vehicle while pulling up very close to talk with the
other driver without getting out of the truck). Additionally,
we have already had two charges for driving under the in-
fluence in January and our arrests downtown are also in-
creasing! So far, there have been no serious injuries, but
it is just a matter of time before a catastrophe occurs.

Each of you play an important role in our success. If
you know someone who is breaking the rules or putting
themselves in dangerous spots and you don’t act, you
clearly do not understand our vector and the importance
of taking care of each other. We must demand excellence
from each other, hold each other accountable, praise our
top performers and correct those who cannot meet Air
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Force standards. As good wingmen, we must expect this
from each other if we are to build that special level of
teamwork and trust.

Each person across Team Barksdale must also look in-
ward and accept the personal responsibility to be the very
best at what we do and who we are. Don’t delay — start
today and make it your special mission to refocus on the
duty; ensure you act professionally on-and off-duty while
using good personal risk management to lower the poten-
tial for accidents. The mighty Deuce and the base depend
on you to do the job right the first time every time while
striving every day to make us stronger and better.

We must stop this negative trend right now before our
luck runs out. We cannot afford to have one more person
hurt or injured, so let’s keep our heads in the game. I ex-
pect supervisors at every level to know their people and
emphasize the importance of risk management. I demand
that every single warrior take it upon him or herself to
step up and use good judgment, exert leadership and in-
tegrity every minute of every day. Those are high expecta-
tions but certainly goals that we must match if we are to
stay ready to fight!
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Vision
The 2d Bomb Wing is first ... in peace ...
in war ... to victory!

Mission
Exceptional warriors ready now to pro-
vide responsive, flexible and accurate
bomber combat power and operational

support to warfighting commanders.
Anytime, anywhere.

Vector

Total focus on mission excellence

Work together — take care of each
other to build trust and teamwork

Offer o portunities for personal and
P
professional wellness and growth

Action line: playground sand is for safety

Query: I live in base housing
and we have a playground in the
back yard that is full of sand.
Some-times, the older Kids in the
neighborhood come around and
throw sand at the younger kids. I
would like to see the sand re-
moved and some action taken by
the parents of the older children.

Response: Thank you for your
question. The sand in the play-
ground is there as a safety buffer
to soften the landing when chil-
dren fall. Removing the sand
would make for hard landings, so
we must keep the sand where it
is.

However, kids should feel safe

wherever they play so if you see
misbehavior, please let us know
by notifying the 2d Security
Forces Squadron.

Finally, as a reminder, spon-
sors are responsible for all chil-
dren in their care and any misbe-
havior should be corrected by the
parents.

Action Line 456-4000

action.line@barksdale.af.mil

The Action Line is an avenue
for complaints, suggestions and
kudos on services provided at
Barksdale. Comments can help
make the base a better place.

Although the Action Line is
always available for use, the best
and fastest way to resolve prob-
lems is through the chain of
command or the organization
involved.

Individuals are encouraged to
go that route first. If the problem
is still unresolved, call the
Action Line and the appropriate
base agency will address the
problem. Positive feedback

Col. Michael Moeller
2d Bomb Wing commander

about Barksdale is also encouraged. Please leave a name
and phone number when calling the Action Line as more

you've finished riding.

N

(800) 446-9227 - www.msf-usa.org

park It If Yo

Even a little alcohol can affect your judgment, -
balance and coordination. The fact is,

almost half of the riders who die in solo
motorcycle crashes have been drinking.
Play it safe. Don’t start drinking until

Don’t drink
and drive!

Call AADD
456-3344

information may be needed.

Key Customer Service Numbers
AAFES Admin Office ..741-3243 Facilities and Utilities . .456-3072

Base Operator ....... 456-1110 Fraud Waste and Abuse456-1000
BX ... 752-9227 Housing ............ 456-4324
Casualty Office ...... 456-2212 Inspector General ... .456-5049
CivilanPay ......... 456-2741 Law Enforcement . . . .. 456-2551
Civilian Personnel ... .456-4502 Legal Assistance . . ... 456-2561
Claims Office ........ 456-2563 Military Pay ......... 456-4733
Clinic Patient Advocate 456-6361 Military Personnel ... .456-2117
Commissary . ........ 456-8263 Retiree Activities Office 456-4480
Contracting ... ....... 456-2113 Safety . .......... ... 456-2569
Directory Assistance . .456-2252 Services . ........... 456-2475
Environmental Flight . .456-4629 Travel Pay .......... 456-2766
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Second impact is often deadli

By TECH. SGT. JOoE WINFIELD to reduce its severity. Fortunately, there is a dev
20 Boms WING SAFETY OFFICE inside your car that is designed for just that pur-
pose: your seatbelt.

Americans love football, hotdogs, apple pie and The seatbelt wraps across the torso and wais
wearing seatbelts. Well, maybe Americans aren’t the passenger to give the body something softe
too thrilled about wearing seatbelts. absorb the impact. It also helps protect your bot

In fact, according to statistics compiled by the from being injured by the unyielding hard surfac
Department of Transportation, there were 16,566 of metal and plastic in the inside of your car.
fatalities in 2004 in which restraints were not used. Seatbelts keep you behind the wheel where
The state of Louisiana suffered 407 traffic fatalitiexan continue to drive and possibly take further
due to failure to wear seatbelts during the same psive action, and also prevent you from being eje
riod. from the vehicle — one of the biggest causes o

What many people don't realize is that during motor vehicle fatalities.
most vehicle accidents, occupants experience two Many new cars come with airbags. This featt
separate impacts. First, there is the initial impact. gives some motorists a false sense of security.
This occurs when the vehicle hits another object. Airbags are passive devices, not active system:
This impact alone may not be enough to cause seseatbelts that require your action to latch. Passi
ous harm. However, a second impact is often the can be good, because it's easy, but may not ne
culprit of most car accident injuries. sarily be as effective.

Sir Isaac Newton'’s first law of motion comes in- The deployment of an airbag alone during a
to play here. Simply put, the law states that every high-speed collision will not be enough to save
object will remain in motion until acted upon by anlives in many cases. Although some new cars o
outside force. side airbags, many do not. Dash mounted airba

This is where the second impact can become offer no protection for collisions from the side or
deadly. The second impact occurs inside the vehickar, only the front. Airbags are designed to con
after the force from the initial impact turns the oc- ment seatbelts, not replace them.
cupants into flying projectiles, slamming them into  What choices do we have? Without the belt,
the dashboard, windshield, or other parts of the inple can look forward to skull fractures, facial lac
terior. Unlike a vehicle that can be repaired or re- ations, broken teeth, ribs and other nasty intern
placed, the human body isn't easily repaired and igiries and in the worst case, even death. The fir
impossible to replace. decision is up to you. | know what choice I'll ma

Nothing can prevent the second collision; it's a Remember, if the first impact doesn’t get you th
law of physics. The only thing that can be done issecond one just might.
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Barksdale Airmen support inaugural parade

Courtesy Photo
The Joint Service Color Guard marches during the Presidential

Inaugural Parade in Washington D.C., Jan. 20. Joint Task Force-
Armed Forces Inaugural Committee officials are responsible for
coordinating all military ceremonial support for the inauguration.
Support included musical units, marching units, color guards,
firing details and salute batteries.

STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

Two Barksdale members
were part of a little-known
group of Airmen, Sailors,
Soldiers, Marines and Coast
Guardsmen that provided be-
hind-the-scenes military support
for presidential inaugural activi-
ties Jan. 20.

The Joint Task Force-Armed
Forces Inaugural Committee
provided all military ceremonial
support for various 55th presi-
dential inaugural events.

Tech. Sgt. Lori Lambert,
608th Air Support Squadron
services planner and Staff Sgt.
Tyann Strawderman, 608th
ASPTS information manager,
had the opportunity to support
inaugural activities.

Sergeants Lambert and
Strawderman were in Washing-
ton, D.C., in support of
President Bush’s second inaugu-
ral activities from Jan. 2 through
the inauguration events Jan 24.

Sergeant Lambert was the
lead horse controller assisting in
bringing 166 horses from
around the country.

“I helped coordinate getting
the horses to (Washington)
D.C., boarding them in stables,
getting them to the parade and
into their spots in the parade,”
Sergeant Lambert said.

Sergeant Strawderman was in
charge of a section of the parade
that had about 3,000 people.

“The parade participants
would ride up in a bus and we

would get them into their ele-
ments and line them up,”
Sergeant Strawderman said.

“This was an outstanding ex-
perience, I loved being a part of
it,” Sergeant Strawderman said.
“It was a great honor to be a part
of history.”

“It was an exciting and fan-
tastic opportunity,” Sergeant
Lambert said. “It was a great
chance to to show our com-
mander in chief support.”

The Joint Task Force-Armed
Forces Inaugural Committee
had about 700 servicemembers
who came from all five armed
services.

The U.S. military has been
involved in every presidential
inauguration since 1789, when
America’s first president,
George Washing-ton, was sworn
in as chief executive and mili-
tary commander in chief.

Brig. Gen. Duane Lodrige,
the committee’s deputy com-
mander, said support included
military cannon salute teams,
trumpeters and phalanxes of
marching servicemembers and
bands. More than 5,000 U.S.
servicemembers participated in
inaugural activities during
January 2001. About 5,600 par-
ticipated in this year’s Inaugur-
ation Day events. This included
200 ushers and 5,000 parade
marchers and cordon members.

About 400 servicemembers
were tasked as presidential es-
corts and accompanied
President Bush down Pennsyl-

vania Avenue en route to the
White House after his swearing-
in at the Capitol.

The theme for the 2005 inau-
gural activities was “Celebrat-
ing Freedom and Honoring
Service.”

“Nobody does the ‘pomp and
circumstance’ better than the
military,” the general said. The
armed services “have a long
heritage of doing that.”

The general said the presi-
dent recognizes the sacrifices
servicemembers are making in
the war against terrorism and
“wanted to do some special
things for the military” as part
of this year’s inaugural activi-
ties, including a two-hour
“Salute to Those Who Serve”
entertainment gala for the mili-
tary that President Bush hosted
Jan. 18.

After the swearing-in cere-
mony and parade that followed,
General Lodrige said the com-
mander in chief hosted an
evening military ball for 2,000
mostly junior servicemembers
and thanked them for their serv-
ice.

Months before the presiden-
tial election, the committee be-
gan collecting and organizing
applications from bands and
other performers wanting to par-
ticipate in the inaugural parade,
according to the organization’s
Web site. This eases the burden
on the incoming Presidential
Inaugural Committee, which se-
lects parade participants.

Uniform update: new guidance allows one PDA or cellphone

STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

Like all aspects of Air Force life, rules governing
the wear of our uniform are always changing. The Air
Force chief of staff made recommendations of the
96th Uniform Board official when approving them re-
cently. Here’s a run down of the significant changes
to AFI 36-2903, Dress and Personal Appearance of
Air Force Personnel.
® Added “No hands in pockets authorized” to AFI 36-
2903
® Authorize the lightweight blue jacket to be worn in-
doors
® Authorize the black scarf only with all Air Force
uniforms, eliminating white, gray and olive drab op-
tions

® Authorize one small, black, nondescript personal
digital assistant, pager or cellular phone at a time to
be worn on the uniform belt or clipped to the strap of
a purse

Additional guidance was sent regarding this
change. It reads, “Members may carry either a per-
sonal or government issued cell phone and they must
be solid in color or covered in black, silver, dark blue
or gray and must be conservative. They may be
clipped to the waistband or purse or carried in the left
hand. Only one may be worn at a time. Cell phones
will not be used while walking in uniform. Hands-free
headsets are not authorized while in uniform.”
e Allow black web belts or black riggers belts with
nondescript buckles as an optional item with the bat-

USE Yllllli HERD

(800) 446-9227
www.msf-usa.org

e Allow females to wear small, black spherical ear-
rings when in uniform
® Authorize only a solid-color black backpack with
blue uniform combinations and solid black, olive drab
or woodland camouflage backpack with battle dress
uniforms
e Allow males to cleanly shave their heads or have
military high-and-tight haircuts; females are not au-
thorized to shave their heads or wear high-and-tight
haircuts
® Authorize baseball caps to be worn not only at
home station but also on temporary duty in the conti-
nental United States. The baseball cap is not allowed
at overseas locations

For a complete list of changes to AFI 36-2903, vis-
it the Military Personnel Flight or see a first sergeant.

tle dress uniform
Ride
Smamt.

Play it smart. Know your
skill level and ride within it.

(800) 446-9227 - www.msf-usa.org

Here's A
Sobering
Thought

MO TORCYCLE
SAFETY FOUNOATION™

Even a little alcohol can affect
your judgment, balance and
coordination. The fact is,
almost half of the rides who
die in solo motorcycle
crashes have been
drinking. Play it safe.
Don’'t start drinking
until you've

finished riding.

(800) 446-9227
www.msf-usa.org
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